wwin  No ObJeCtIOI‘] to Declassmcatlon in FuII 2010/02/12 LOC HAK-11-5-45- 4‘7/3/‘: O ron
MEMORANDUM - ' I ‘ '
S " THE WHITE HOUSE = .
# N | ‘WASHINGTON R - /
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SECRET FebruaryS 1971

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT T
. FROM: = HENRY A, KISSINGER K B

‘ :“':‘S‘UBJECT:  Statistics on Enemy Manpower and Supplies

At Tab‘A' ’15 a éummary of the statistics (converted to

 pounds) developed by CIA in response to your call to
- Mr. I—Ielms yesterday B ‘ o

At Ta.b B is the actual CIA repdrt prepared‘by Mr. Helms.
1 am providing copies of both enclosures to Mr. Haldeman
"and Mr. Ziegler for use in connection with Lam Son 719.
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. Manpower: SRR L R S

" Weapons:
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SUMM.ARY OF ENEMY MANPOWER AND SUPPLIES
ENTERING SOUTH VIETNAM THROUGH THE HO
CHI MINH TRAIL SINCE 1965 o

- At least 630, 000 North Vietnamese troops R

.thoodstuffs _ o -‘ i

“ .

B - -At least 200 rmlllon pounds |

i excess of 400, 000 weapons of all types

' ‘Ammunitidn:
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MEMORANDUM FOR Dro Henry A. K'_Lssnlger - N

President asked for | |
rumber of men: and o e
h moved down ’che Ho' Chi

- .x5~; - This is the paper the
 :"‘¥ffi-‘ yesterday concerning the
4| ‘amount of supplies whic
’gmnh tratle ol |

- The flgures on supplies we believelig be 1
:"credible estxmates" They are. ngt as s0 IR I
‘as the ones on ranpower 1nf11trat one. _ _

-

‘ T |
v Richard Helms
Attachment =1 oo oo

e U | 8 Februar),[ 1971
S ’\‘fi-" (DATE]

REPLACES FORM 10- 101

PO o IOl " WH{CH MAY BE USED. : o,

t AUG 54
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Pt T e T g bt HAS Sad..
R AN A The Slgnlflcance of the Ho Chi Minh Trail

For over a decade the Communlsts have made exten-

xf51ve use of the terrltory of South Laos ‘as a major route

hfor the 1nflltratlon of men and supplles'lnto South
'ﬁfVietﬁaﬁ Thls elaborate loglstlcs systemﬂ*the so-called
:flo 7udd'a:sfHo Chi Minh trall--conSLSts of more than 1, 500 mlles of
| | Hroads and elaborate trall networks. It is manned by
’hsome~40 OOO—SOfOOO-loglstlc troops plus support;ng secu~ﬂ

'l;rlty and defense forces.

3;‘.?‘“hohf,ﬁd" Over the 1ast five years the Communists have used

‘ﬁ“ '~,_ N the Ho chi Mlnh trall to 1nf11trate at least 630 QOOI

? , ff*o_ “;North Y%gﬁgames%wtroops 1nto South Vletnam. At the same

i \tlme this system, along w1th an elaborate supply route

f.’ _»dddll through,Cambodia, was used to,move ‘the weapons and am- .
% ;u:’df\d-muhitiou needed to keep the warlgoing in South Vietnam.

ﬁ%f_ ;tf"h,.Since 1965 on the order of-lOO'OOO tons of foodstuffs

twere ‘moved through Laos for Communlst forces. The num-

A s

"K-t‘ﬁdw“,ﬁf"”ber of weapons shlpped to South yretnam over the Ho Chl'
i o : .
‘,Mlnh tra11 durlng the last flve years ig well in excess

EAR ‘ or the equivalent of 600 million rounds
"-of 400 QOO Some 50,000 tons of ammunition;were also
vvvvv ‘ -
Vo

ui‘kshlpped through Laos. o | FYINY I

LR
ek

The volume of supplies moving through the Ho Ch1
hl}Mlnh trall was also supplemented by an elaborate supply

‘rffsystem through Cambodla Whlch ,” 8ince 1967 was used to
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‘?_meet‘the 1ogxstlc requxrements of Communlst forces in
'southern South Vietnam. |
g Slnce the overthrow of Prlnce Sihanouk the Commu-
nlsts have become almost completely dependent on the
Ho Chl-Mlnh_trall to. move men and supplles into South
;svletnam.“if-this supply system ‘can be denled to the
‘  Communlsts, or at least‘effectlvely dlsruptsd, thelr

_'ablllty to 1aunch major and widespread'offensive cam-

S‘spalgns 1n South Vietnam will be sxgnlflcantly curtalled.
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